COMPLETE TEXT OF A CLANDESTINE PAMPHLET WRITTEN IN AND DISTRIBUTED 
THROUGHOUT THE UKRAINIAN S.S.R. AND THE U.S.S.R. , A COPY OF WHICH HAS 
BEEN OBTAINED BY THE SECRETARIATE -GENERAL FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
SUPREME UKRAINIAN LIBERATION COUNCIL (UHVR) 

(Translation from Ukrainian) 


ON OCCASION OF POHRUZHALSKY'S TRIAL 


On May 24, 1964 there took place in Kiev, capital of the Ukraine, an event rarely dup- 
licated in the history of world culture: The largest Ukrainian library, the Kiev Public Lib- 
rary of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukr. SSR was set on fire and burned. 

How could the largest scientific library, located in the heart of a capital city burn down? 
As is well known, the fire-fighting techniques today are so efficient that large fires in cities 
are practically excluded, and even when they do occur, they are put out quickly. Things are 
so organized in libraries of the world today that not a single document can burn, let alone 
whole library possessions. World culture, during recent centuries knew of no case of the 
burning down of a national library, not in London, Paris, Stockholm, nor in Moscow (after 
1812). And yet, the greatest Ukrainian library was burned down in 1964 — in the era of the 
cosmos, the atom, and cybernetics. 

Moreover, the huge crowd of people that gathered, by the sound of the silent anxiety, 
at the place of the horrible crime, witnessed how sluggishly the work of fire fighting was 
proceeding. They could not get their rescue operations started at all for 2 hours because 
there was no water in the entire ward, the hydrants did not work. The fire was finally put 
out on the third day, only after the entire Ukrainian department of the Library was completely 
burned. 

It so happened that only the Ukrainiana burned — including old prints, rare books, manus- 
cripts, archives (for instance the archives of B. Hrinchenko, of "Kievskaya Staryna", of 
the Central Rada and others), A portion of those archives was not even yet catalogued nor 
categorized so that no one knows what there was and exactly what burned. They are lost 
forever to history. Also burned were special possessions of Ukrainiana through the year 
1932 which had been collected on instructions of M. Skrypnyk after whose desposition they 
were classified as "secret" as was the entire Ukrainian history. The tecords burned also 
so that it is impossible to restore the index of books destroyed. Mention was made at the 
trial of 600, 000 volumes. One can imagine how many books actually did burn. 

Therefore, there was burned a part of Ukrainian history, a part of Ukrainian culture. 
Great spiritual treasures are lost forever. For thousands and millions of people, for gene- 
rations of youth access was cut off to many spiritual sources, to books and documents, many 
of which have vanished for ever; and others, if their duplicates do exist someplace, are un- 
available to the reader. At the present, even in Kiev itself there is no longer a place to 
work for the scholar, the aspirant, or the student, particularly if he is interested in the past 
of the Ukraine. 

How could this unbelievable tragedy take place? Why? Under what circumstances? By 
whose hands and in what manner was it done? For what purpose? 

The answers to all these questions were to be given at the trial of the individual who was 
caught redhandedly at the place of the crime — the library employee Pohruzhalsky. The trial 
took place in Kiev in late August of this year, in a small hall of the People's Court on Volodar- 

OECLASS IF I ED AND RELEASED BY 
" 1 ” CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

SOURCESMETHOOSEXEMPT ION 3B2B 
NAZ I WAR CR IMES 01 S CL OS U R E ACT 
DATE 2007 


ska Street. 

But from the very beginning the trial took on a very strange character. Anything which 
in any way would suggest the political nature of the crime, of its direction against Ukrainian 
culture, was meticulously eluded. Instead, everyone, the procurator, the judge, the defen- 
ders, the defendant himself, and the witnesses, coached in advance, were in contest with 
each other to prove that the defendant was simply of bad character and. it was not surprising 
that he set the library on fire cut of vengence against the director, who had offended him. 

Such "important” questions as how many wives the defendant had, how he met them and why 
they were divorced, what flowers he brought them and how the property was settled when they 
parted were discussed in a drawn out and boring manner. The defense counsel dived deep 
into the psychology of the of t-tirnee married man and explained how various injustices heaped 
on him by his co-workers led this tenderly organized character to the idea of burning the 
Ukrainian books. The defendant himself touchingly told that when he ignited the books he was 
not seeing the books but only the hated face of the director. In his concluding statement he 
even read a patriotic poem which started with the words: "Forgive me my motherland, for- 
give me my native country". . . (Translator's comment: These lines are in Russian language). 

Pohruzhalsky — is an official patriot. He wrote poems in which he praised Khrushchev, 
and then he burned down the library. . .At the trial he felt like a hero, and it was obvious 
from all indications that he would not be punished severely. And indeed, he was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. The "humane" Soviet law this time showed a compassion for the sen- 
timental adventures of "this morally injured human being. " A human being, we may add, 
who graduated from two higher educational institutions, and from the University of Marxism- 
Leninism ( !), and who knew very well what he was doing and why he was doing it. 

Of course, if Pohruzhalsky were to be sentenced to death by shooting this would not have 
restored the library. However, a few logical questions arise. 

Why was there not a single word mentioned about the magnesium bands and phosphorous 
cones? As is well known, it was not easy to put out the fire. This is explained by the fact 
that books were packed with magnesium strips and phosphorous cones. There was not a 
single word about this at the trial. And Pohurzhalsky explained willingly that he did it all 
with a box of matches. 

How could such a doubtful character have worked in the library for ten years when the 
KGB takes interest even in the readers? 

Why did no one raise the question aboai the lack of proper fire fighting equipment in the 
largest library of the Republic? At the same time, for instance, such contemporary libraries 
as the Saltykov-Shchedrin in Leningrad are so thoroughly equipped that any fire can be put 
out immediately with the help of an automatic fire-fighting system (indicators, shielding, etc.). 

Why were such valuable archives -documents not kept in safes but instead in piles? Why 
did the court drag down to the level of just another adventure of the many times married man, 
Pohruzhalsky, the tragedy of the Ukrainian people known by now to the whole world ? 

Why did the judge make such strenuous efforts to prevent anyone from taking notes in 
the courtroom ("What are you writing there?", "Where do you work?", etc.)? /N.B. The 
two questions are written in Russian./ 

Finally, the main thing: If it was all the same to the incendiary what he was setting on 
fire, why did he set fire to the Ukrainian departments instead of, let us say, the department 
of Marxism-Leninism where he worked? Why, out of seven floors did only one burn down — 
the one where Ukrainian books were stored? Why did the court slur over this fact with phrases 
about "damage to Russian and (!) Ukrainian literature?" 

These and other questions (and there can be many of them) were not asked at the trial. 

How could they be asked when the KGB was in charge of the whole trial, which even "prepared" 
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witnesses in advance, and obtained signed statements from the library employees to the 
effect that they would not ’bring up the irrelevant. " (Translator’s comment: the quotation 
is in Russian — ’ boltat’ lishneye . "). 

However, there were some new disclosures made at the trial. For example, that for 
many years now Ukrainian books are being removed from libraries en masse and destroyed. 
Pohruzhalsky made this statement in his defense implying.. that I am not such a villain since 
books were being destroyed in an organized manner prior to the fire set by me. This was, 
so to speak; a juridicial counter-attack by Pohruzhalsky. The judge found an answer to 
that also: the books were destroyed legally because there is a hy-law concerning the liquida- 
tion of "ideologically and scientifically antiquitated books. " The question is: why then was 
poor Pohruzhalsky tried? He merely applied the above mentioned formula! And didn't the ... 
offended incendiary have the same thing in mind when he recited in his closing poetic mono- 
logue/also in "Russian — Tr./: 

The enemies of culture are free 
Into prison they put only me? 

Besides, Pohruzhalsky ’s fate will be decided by his accomplices and adherents. We should 
consider the conclusions which ensue from this affair. 

After having starved million of Ukrainains in 1933, after having murdered the finer rep- 
resentatives of our intelligentsia oppressing even the slightest effort to think, they have 
turned us into obedient slaves. Giving to the state all our strength and the fruits of our 
efforts, we haven’t even the time to think: Who are we? Why are we living? Where are we 
being led? 

We have been spat in the face many times. This year we have been spat at particularly 
impudently. They burned the largest Ukrainian library. They demolished the bridge between 
our past and present. 

If this spit doesn’t bring us to our senses and we submissively close our eyes, then 
what else are we but "slaves, foot-stools, the mud of Moscow"? (Translator’s comment: The 
quotation is from Shevchenko). 

How can the Ukrainian people be frightened? How can they be destroyed? Even Stalin 
was not strong enough to do that! 

Can they be robbed? But each year they give away everything they have ! Take away the 
language? That is being done every day. In cities its status has been on the level of a domes- 
tic servant and in the villages it is being mutilated like a collective farm woman's hands chapped 
from working by the beets. 

"Destroy the monuments of culture? They demolished the oldest Desiatynna Church, des- 
troyed the Mykhaylivskyy and Uspenskyy cathedrals, and currently they are destroying ancient 
churches in the villages . . . 

History feeds the immortal heart of the Ukraine. History gave birth to Shevchenko and 
thousands of national heroes and they can again be resurrected in every young boy and girl. 

That is why they have hidden the history of the Ukraine from us and have started to burn it 
out with a "hot iron. ” /Quotation is in Russian — - Tr./ 

In school our children learn about the history of Russian tsars and their generals, the 
smotheres. Children are given false notions about their forefathers. But in the archives, 
like dynamite, there lie books, facts. Only jailors have access to them. However, even 
behind seven locks they bothered somebody. 

Ukrainian books have been burned. A strange history will someday be written about how 
these books passed through Russian and Austrian censorship. But even that which could be 
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tolerated by white monarches tic chauvinism could not be borne by the red /chauvinism/ . It 
/red chauvinism/ turned mad with fury that one day these books might break out into freedom. 
They survived Stalin's terror, they survived Hitler’s occupation* Then they were taken away 
for waste paper as "ideologically antiquated." In one., of seven floors of: .the library they 
found shelter on wooden shelves and awaited further "purging!'. They lie scattered about 
being torn, rotting in millions, wallow in bulks in monasteries. But the Russian black guard 
movement is intolerant, it does not want to wait, it is militant ! 

Ukrainians ! Do you know what they have burned down? A part of your mind and soul 
has been burned. Not the one which Stalin’s terror brought to bay, spat upon, drove into 
the heels, but the one which was to be resurrected in our children and grandchildren. They 
have burned the temple in which a soul becomes resurrected. 

Russian great-power chauvinism, like anti-semitism, has been rehabilitated long ago in 
the colonial empire called the USSR. The attack is being deployed on a wide front not only 
against Ukraine, but also against Belorussia, the Baltic countries, the Transcaucasus, and 
Central Asia. Attacks come nof only officially but also in the same manner as Pohruzhalsky 
and those who stand behind his shoulders:. There were fires in the national libraries of Turk- 
menia (Ashkhabad) and of Uzbekistan (Samarkand). Is this not another link in the same black 
guard chain? ! 

The chauvinism is everywhere — in leading positions and in secret decrees, but it is 
forbidden to mention it, as though it didn't exist at all. Instead, at every crossing they shout 
"Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism. " Chauvinism strangles you but you bow to its international 
uniform. It ridicules you, and you swear by the love for the "Grea/ Russian People. ” 

The chauvinism is powerful because it feels official support behind its back. In the eyes 
of our subjugators, those people who understand the great tragedy of the Ukraine, are state 
criminals . But we would not be afraid to place signatures under what we have written above 
if they would try us in an open public trial and punish us the way Pohruzhalsky was punished 
for the destruction of the Ukrainian academic library. However, along with you, we live 
in a country where for a word of truth people are being criminally destroyed without any trial. 

Did they not conduct a wild Retribution a few years ago against a group of Kiev and Lvov 
lawyers who wanted to bring before the Supreme Soviet and the United Nations the question 
about colonial oppression in the Ukraine and the ignoring of even the scanty Stalinist Cons- 
titution? A secret "trial", and execution by shooting — this is the response to any efforts 
to raise a voice for the rights of a subjugated nation. And to prevent descendants from 
learning about this, all documents regarding the investigation and the court proceedings were 
destroyed. . . 

And at a time when there are acts being performed which might be envied even by the 
mediaeval :• inquisitors, there is the classic claim from all tribunes that there are no political 
prisoners in our country and that "the dictatorship of proletariat" grew over into an all^people 
democratic state. If a gag in your mouth and secret destruction of political adversaries is 
democracy, then what is fascism? 

It is quite indicative that the library was set on fire on the 24th of May, at the time of the 
Shevchenko celebrations. It gives a particualrly ill-omened feature to the event. Perhaps 
not everyone is aware of how much has been done in 1963-64 to exclude everything Shevchenko- 
vian from these celebrations. Outwardly Taras /Shevchenko/ is seemingly glorified. Because 
what else is to be done with him? In reality there is a great war going on against Shevchenko. 
His greatest political poems (Osiya Hlava XIX, I Mertvym i zhyvym. ■ Rozryta Mohyla 
and others) are being suppressed. There is a special instruction that all Shevchenko concerts 
and evenings be closely surveilled to be sure they are conducted on a "gopak" level, because 
otherwise, God forbid, the sincere Bard’s word might influence someone, awaken in some- 
one a thought about the Ukraine, about "our, yet not our own soil. ” And how much material 
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and poems and articles about Shevchenko in which the watchdogs saw "a hint" about the 
present status of the Ukraine, were barred from magazines and newspapers by the censors ! 

Shevchenko was feared by the tsar. Our party-tsarists also fear him, why else did they 
bring in a mass of the soldiers and police, plus ; plainclothes KGBists to the hijd in Kaniv 
on the anniversary date. And were there any people there? People were admitted to see 
Shevchenko only by permit. . . 

But the climax of all this was reached by the events that took place oh the 22nd of May 
in Kiev. On that day, the anniversary of the transfer of Shevchenko's remains from St. Peter- 
sburg for, burial in Kaniv, is traditionally observed. People usually gather around the Shev- 
chenko monument and sing songs. That is how it was in recent years. This year, however, 
fulfilling the general plan of work "on Shevchenko", the authorities decided to prevent this. 

On the eve, a group of young people, considered to be initiators of this affair, were called to 
the CC of the LKMSU /Young Communist League/ and told that this was not permitted. Why? 
"Because such manifestations mean an offence to the great Russian people." That is literally 
how it was said: "an offence to the great Russian people. " 

Absurd, but consistent. Later deans and party-organizers ran around in auditoriums 
and warned students that anyone seen near the Shevchenko monument on May 22 will be 
automatically expelled from the higher educational institution. Unbelievable? Ask the students 
of universities, the Pedagogical Institute, the Medical Institute, ask employees of the Institute 
of Literature, Folklore and Ethnography, of the Derzhlitvydav(State Publishing House of Litera- 
ture) and Qf ‘other publishing houses. They all received telephone calls even from secretaries 
of the Central Committee of Komsomol of the Ukraine and were severely warned by them. 

Despite all that, on the evening of May 22, a huge crowd of young people gathered around 
the monument. They were filmed and now are being "dragged around. " Some were fired 
from their jobs. Others were to be fired but instructions from Moscow were received "not 
to inflate the incident. " 

That is how they fear Shevchenko. And that is how they fight against him. The war with 
Shevchenko is only a part of the war against Ukrainian culture and the Ukrainian people. The 
burning down of Ukrainiana in the public library is also a part of this war. . . Taras Shevchenko 
called us to "Learn, my brothers, think, and read. " 

Think. . . 

We know that the nation is immortal, it cannot be strangled, its spirit cannot be burned. 
Provided, of course, a spirit of struggle does exist. When it lacks a fighting spirit — it dies. 
Let us not console ourselves with eternal truth about immortality of a nation — its life depends 
on our readiness to stand up for ourselves ! 


/Unsigned/ 

/The original document is hand printed and measures 6 1/2” x 4 3/4" unfolded or 
ca. 3 1/4" x 4 ' 3/4” when folded). 
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ON OCCASION OP PQGRU2HALSKY * S TRIAL 
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On 24 May 1964 there took place in Kiev, capital of the 
Ukraine, an event rarely duplicated in the history of world 
culture: The largest Ukrainian library, the Kiev Public 

Library of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukr SSR, was set 
on fire and burned* 

How could the largest scientific library, located in 
the heart of a capital city, bum down co mplete iy ? As is 
well known, the fire-fighting technique today is so efficient 
that large fires in cities are practically excluded, and 
even when they do happen, they are put out quickly. Things 
are so organised in libraries of the world today that not a 
single document can burn, not whole library possessions* 

World culture during recent centuries has known of no case 
of the burning down of a national library -- not in London, 
Paris, Stockholm or in Moscow (after 1812)* And yet the 
greatest Ukrainian library burned down in 1964 -- in the era 
of the cosmos , the atom, and cybernetics. 

Moreover, numbers of crowds of people that gathered 
with a voice of silent alarm around the scene of this hor- 
rible crime, witnessed how sluggishly the fire- fighters pro- 
ceeded in their work. They could not get their rescue 
operations started at all for two hours because there was no 
water in the entire area — the hydrants did not work. The 
fire was finally put out ©n the third day, only after the 
entire Ukrainian department had been completely burned. 

Only the Ukrainiana burned -- in it old prints, rare 
books, manuscripts, archives (for instance the archives of 
B. Hrinchenko, of "Kievskaya Staryna**, of the Central Rada 
and others). A portion of those archives had not yet been 
catalogued or categorised so that no one knows what there 
was and exactly what burned. It is lest forever to history. 
Also burned were special items of Ukrainiana through the 
year 1932 which had been collected on instructions of M. 
Skrypnyk, after whose deposition they were kept "SECRET," as 
is the entire Ukrainian history. The records burned also, so 
that it is impossible to restore the index of books destroyed. 
Mention was made at the trial of 600,900 (books). One can 
imagine how many books actually did burn. 
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hs a result, there was burned a part of Ukrainian his* 
tory, a part of Ukrainian culture. Great spiritual treasures 
are lost forever. For thousands and millions of people, for 
eerier at ions of youth there has ended access to many spiritual 
sources, to books and documents, many of which have vanished 
forever; and others, if duplicates do oxist someplace, are 
unavailable to the reader. At the present, even in Kiev it- 
self there is no longeT a place to work for the scholar, the 
aspirant, nor the student, particularly if he is interested in 
the past of the Ukraine. 

Bow could this unbelievable tragedy take place? Why? 
Under what circumstances? By whose hands and in what manner 
was it done? For what purpose? 

The answer to all these questions was to be given at 
the trial of the individual who was caught redhanded at the 
place of the crime — the library employee Pogruxhalsky. 

The trial took place in Kiev In late August of this year, in 
a small hall of the People's court on Volodarska streot. 

But from the very beginning the trial took on a very 
strange character. Anything which might have reminded one 
of the political nature of the crime, of its direction against 
Ukrainian culture was meticulously excluded. Instead, every- 
one — the procurator, the judge, the defenders, the defendant 
himself, and the witnesses, coached in advance, contested with 
one another to prove that the defendant was simply of bad 
character and that it was not surprising that he had set the 
library on tiro out of venganco against the director, who 
had offended him. Such "important** questions as how many 
wives the defendant had, how ha net them and why they were 
divorced, what flowers he brought thorn and how the property 
was settled when they parted were discuseed in a drawn out 
and boring manner. The advocate delved deeply into the 
psychology of the often married man and explained how various 
injustices heaped on him by his co-workers led this tenderly 
organized nature (character) to the idea of burning the 
Ukrainian books. The defendant himself touchingly told that 
when he Ignited the books he did not see the books but saw 
only the hated face of the director. In his concluding state- 
ment he even read a patriotic poom which started with the 
words: "Forgive me my motherland, forgive me my native 

country”.., (translator's comment I These linos are in the 
Rus s i an 1 an gunge) , 
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Pegrushalsky is an official patriot. Ho wrote poems 
in which he praised Khrushchev, and then he burned down the 
library* •* At th# trial ha fait hi»sel£ a hero* and it was 
obvious from all indications that ho would not bo punished 
severely* And indeed , he was sentenced to 10 yeaTs in 
prison. "Humane" Soviet law this time showed a compassion 
for the sentimental adventures of "this morally injured 
(damaged) human being," a human being, we may add, who 
graduated from two VUZ'es, and from the University of Marxism- 
Leninism (!), and who knew very well what he was doing and 
why he was doing It. 

Of course, if Pogrurhalsky had been sentenced to death 
by shooting the library would not be restored* However, a 
few logical questions arise. 

Why was there not a single word mentioned about the 
magnesium bands and phosphorous cones? As is well known, 
it was not easy to put out the fire. This is explained by 
the fact that books were packed with magnesium strips and 
phosphrus cones. There was not a single word about this at 
the trial. And Pegruxhalsky explained willingly that he did 
it all with a box of matches. 

How could such a doubtful type (character) have worked 
for tor* years in the library when the KGB takes interest 
even in the readers? 

Why did no one raise the question of the lack of 
proper fire fighting equipment in one of the largest 
libraries of the Republic? At the same time, for instance, 
such contemporary libraries as im. Saltykov-Shchedrln in 
Leningrad are so thoroughly equipped that any fire can be put 
out immediately with the help ©f an automatic fire-fighting 
system (indicators, shielding, etc.). 

Why were such valuable archives-documents not kept in 
safes but instead In piles? Why did the court drag down to 
the level of the often married man Pogruxhalsky the tragedy 
of the Ukrainian people known by now to the whole world? 


Why did the judge make such strenuous efforts to pre- 
vent anyone from taking notes in the courtroom ("What are 
you writing there?, "Where do you work?**, etc.)? (N, B., the 
two questions are written in Russian.) 

Finally, there is the important question; If it was all 
the same to the incendiary what he was setting on fire, why 



did he set fire t© the Ukrainian department instead of, let 
us say, the department of Marxism-Leninism, where he worked? 

Why out of seven floors did he chose to burn the one where 
Ukrainian books were stored? Why did the court slur over 
this fact with phrases about "damage to Russian and (!) 

Ukrainian literature?" 

These and other questions (and there can be many of the©) 
were not asked at the trial. How could they be asked when the 
KGB was in charge of the whole trial, even "prepaT«d"wit«*esses 
in advance, and obtained signed statements from the library 
employees to the effect that they "will keep their mouths shut". 
(Translator** comment! The quotation is in Russian! Boltat* 
Lishney® .) 

However, there were some new disclosures made at the 
trial. For example, for many years new Ukrainian books have 
been removed from libraries en masse and destroyed. Pogruzhalsky 
made this statement in his defense, implying that "I am not 
such a villain since books were destroyed prior to the fire 
set by me and were biking destroyed in an organized manner." 

This was, so to speak, a critical counterattack by Pogruzhalsky. 
The judge found an answer to that also: the books were des- 
troyed legally because there is a by-law concerning the liquida- 
tion of "ideologically and scientifically antiquated books," 

The question is! "Why then was poor Pogruzhalsky tried?" He 
merely applied the above-mentioned formula! And didn't the 
offended Incendiary have the same thing in mind when he re- 
cited in his closing poetic monologue: 

The enemies of culture are free *- 
Into prison they put only me? 

Besides, Pogruzhalsky' s fate will be decided by his 
accomplices and adherents. We should consider the conclusions 
which ensued frora-this affair. 

After having starved millions of Ukrainians in 1933, 
after having murdered the finer represent at Ives of our intel- 
ligentsia, oppressing even the slightest effort to think, they 
have turned us into obedient slaves. Giving to the state all 
our strength and the fruits of our efforts we haven’t even 
the time to think: Who are we? Why are we living? Where 

are we being led? 

We have been spat at in the face many times. This year 
we have been spat at particularly impudently. They burned the 
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largest Ukrainian library. They demolished the bridge between 
our pest end the present. 

If this spit ’doesn't bring us to our senses, and we 
submissively close our eyes, then what else are we but "slaves , 
foot-stools, the mud of Moscow"? (Translator's comment j The 
quotation is from Shevchenko.) 

How can the Ukrainian people be frightened? How can 
they be destroyed? Even Stalin waa not strong enough to d© 
that ! 

Can they be robbed? But each year they give away every- 
thing they have! Take away the language? That is being done 
every day. In cities its status has been on the level of a 
domestic servant for a long time, and in the villages it is 
beiRg mutilated like a collective farm woman's hands chapped 
from working beets. 

Destroy monuments of culture? They demolished the oldest 
Desiatynna Church, destroyed the WykhayMvskiy and Uspenskiy 
cathedrals and currently are ruining ancient churches in the 
villages... 

History feeds the immortal heart of the Ukraine. History 
gave birth to Shevchenko and thousands of national heroes and 
they can again be resurrected in every youth and girl. That 
is why they have hidden the history of the Ukraine from us 
and have started to bum it with a "hot iron." 

In school our children learn about the history of Russian 
tsars and their generals -- smotherers. Children are given 
false notions about their forefathers* But in the archives, 
like dynamite, there lay hooks, facts. Only jailors have had 
access to them. However, even behind seven locks they bothered 
somebody , 

Ukrainian books have been burned. A strange history will 
someday be written about how these books passed Russian and 
Austrian censorship. But even that which could b© tolerated 
by white monarchist chauvinism could not be borne by red 
(chauvinism). It (red chauvinism) turned mad with fury that 
one day these books might break out into freedom. They survived 
Stalin's terror? they survived Hitler's occupation. Then they 
were taken away for waste paper as "ideologically antiquated." 
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In one of seven floors of the library they found shelter on 
wooden shelves and awaited further "purging." They lie 
scattered about ( being torn* rotting In mil lions* wallowing 
in bulk in monasteries . But this Russian black hundreds 
move is intolerable} it does not want to wait} it is Bilitant* 

Ukrainians 1 D© you know what they have burned for you? 

A part of your mind and soul has been burned* Not the one 
which Stalin’s terror brought to bay* spat upon* drove under 
its heels* but the one which was to be resurrected in our 
children and grandchi ldren* They have burned the temple in 
which a soul becomes resurrected* 

Russian great-power chauvinism, like aati-semitism* was 
rehabilitated long ago in the colonial empire called the USSR* 

The attack is being deployed on a wide front* not only against 
Ukraine* but also against Byelorussia* the Baltic countries, 
the Traascaueasos and Central Asia* Attacks come net only 
officially* but also in the manner of PogTuzhalskty and those 
who stand behind him. The fires in the national libraries 
of Turkmenia (Ashkhabad) and of Uzbekistan (Samarkand)* Is 
this net another link in the same Hack hundreds chain?! 

This chauvinism is omnipresent -- in leading positions 
and in secret decrees* but it is forbidden to be mentioned* 
as though it doesn’t exist at all. Instead* at every point 
they shout "Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism,'* Chauvinism 
strangles you but you bow to its international uniform. It 
ridicules you, and you bow out of love for the "Croat Russian 
People.** 

This chauvinism is powerful because it feels official 
support behind its back. In the eyes of our subjugators* 
those people who understand the great tragedy of the Ukraine 
are state criminals. But we would not be afraid to place 
signatures under what we have written above if they would try 
us in an open public trial and punish os the way Pogxuzhslsky 
was punished for destruction of the Ukrainian academic library. 
However, along with you, we live in a country where for a word 
of truth people are being criminally destroyed without any trial. 

Did they not conduct a wild retribution a few years 
ago against a group of Kiev and Lvov Lawyers who wanted to 
bring before the supreme Soviet and the United Nations the 
question of colonial oppression in the Ukraine and the ignor- 
ing of even the scanty Stalinist Constitution? A secret "trial" 
and execution by shooting — this is the response to any efforts 
to raise a voice for the rights of a subjugated nation. And to 
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prevent descendants from learning about this, all documents 
regarding the investigation and the court proceedings are 
destroyed* • • 

And at a time when there are acts being performed which 
®ight be envied even fey inquisitors of the Middle Ages there 
is the classic claim fro® all tribunes that there are no 
political prisoners in our country and that ”the dictatorship 
of proletariat” has grown into a popular democratic state. 

If a gag over your mouth and secret destruction of political 
adversaries is democracy, then what is facis®? 

It is quite indicative that the library was set afire on 
24 May, during the Shevchenko celebrations. It gives a 
particularly ill-omened feature to the event. Perhaps not 
everyone is aware of how such has been done in 1963*64 to exclude 
everything Shevchenkovian from these celebrations. Outwardly 
Taras is seemingly glorified. Because what else is to fee 
done with him? In reality there is a great war going on against 
Shevchenko. His greatest political poems (Osiya Hlava XIX, 

I Mertvy® i zhyvym.,., Roxryta Mohyla and others) are being 
suppressed. There is a special instruction that all Shevchenko 
concerts and evenings be closely watched to be sure they are 
conducted on a gopak level, because otherwise, God forbid, the 
sincere Sard’s word might influence someone, awaken in so*e- 
one a thought about the Ukraine, about "soil which is ours, 
yet not ours.” And how much material and poems and articles 
about Shevchenko in which Informers saw ”a hint” about the 
present status of the Ukraine were barred from magazines and 
newspapers by the censors? 

Shevchenko was feared by the tsars. Our party- t sari sts 
also fear hi®, and no wonder they brought in a cloud of the 
military and militia, plus plain-clothes KGSists* to the hill 
in Kaniv on the anniversary date. And were the people there? 

The people were admitted to see Shevchenko only by permit... 

But the climax of all this was reached at the events 
that took place on 22 May in Kiev. On that day the anniversary 
of the transfer of Shevchenko* s remains from Petrograd for 
burial in Kaniv is traditionally bbserved. People usually 
gather around the Shevchenko monument and sing songs. That is 
how it was in recent years. This year however fulfilling the 
g eneral plan of work ”en Shevchenko,” the nachalstve decided 
to prevent this. On the eve a group of young people considered 
to be initiators of this affair were celled to the CC of the 
LXM5U and told that this was not permitted. Why? "Because such 
manifestations constitute an offense to the great Russian people.” 
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That is literally how it was said -- "an offense to the great 
Russian people.” 

Absurd but consistent. Later deans end party organisers 
ran around in auditoriums and warned students that anyone 
seen near the Shevchenko soaument on 22 May would be auto- 
matically expelled from the VUZ. Unbelievable? Ask the 
students of the universities, of the Pedagogical Institute, 
the Medical Institute — ask employees of the Institute of 
Literature, Folklore and Ethnography, of the Oerxhlitvydav 
(State Literature Publishing House) end of other publishing 
houses. They all received telephone calls even from secretaries 
of the CC of the Komsomol of the Ukraine and were severely 
warned by the®. 

Despite all that, in the evening of 22 May, a huge 
crowd of young people gathered around the monument. They were 
filmed and now are being "dragged around." Some were fired 
from their jobs. Others were to be fired but instructions 
fro® Moscow were received "not to inflate the incident." 

That is how they fear Shevchenko. And that is how they 
fight against him. The war with Shevchenko is only a part 
of the war against Ukrainian culture and the Ukrainian people. 
The burning of Ukrainiana In the public library is also part 
of this war... Taras Shevchenko called us to "Learn, my 
brothers, think, and read." 

Think... 

w© know that the nation is immortal; it cannot be 
strangled; Its spirit cannot be burned. Provided, of course, 
a spirit of struggle does exist. When it lacks a fighting 
spirit, it dies. Let us not console ourselves with eternal 
truth about immortality of a nation. Its life depends on 
our readiness to stand up for our se Ives 1 


(Unsigned) 


(The original document is hand printed measures 
6 1/2" x 4 3/4" unfolded or Ca. 3 1/4" x 4 3/4" 
when folded). 


